
 

 

RE Long-term plan 2022 Reception- Year 6 

 

Reception 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: 
Christianity/Judaism 
 
Theme: Special 
People (Family, 
friends, role models, 
Jesus, Moses) 
 
Key Question: What 
makes people 
special?  
 
What does the word 
‘God’ mean?  
 
What is a belief? 

Religion: 
Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas 
(Giving thanks, 
Christmas story, 
shepherds, wise 
men, Nativity) 
 
Concept: 
Incarnation 
 
Key Question: 
What is 
Christmas? 
 
What do these 
symbols mean?  

Religion: Hinduism 
 
Theme: 
Celebrations 
(New Year, 
Chinese New Year, 
Nowruz, Holi) 
 
Key Question: 
How do people 
celebrate? 
 
What ceremonies 
and festivals have 
you taken part in?  

Religion: 
Christianity 
 
Theme: Easter 
(Spring, Easter 
Eggs, Palm 
Sunday, cross) 
 
Concept: 
Salvation 
 
Key Question: 
What is Easter? 
 
What might 
people use this 
artefact for? 

Religion: 
Christianity/Islam/Hinduism/Sikhism 
 
Theme: Story Time (Boy who cried 
wolf, Crocodile and the Priest, Bilal 
and the butterfly, Gold Giving 
Serpent, The elephant and the dog, 
The parable of the lost coin)  
 
Key Question: What can we learn 
from stories? 
What is this religious story about? 
Why might people tell this story? 
What is right? What is wrong? What 
is ‘good’? 
What do we mean by ‘true’?  

Religion: 
Christianity/Islam/Judaism 
 
Theme: Special Places 
(home, global home, the 
world, church, mosque, 
synagogue) 
 
Key Question: What 
makes places special?  
 
What happens in places of 
worship? 
 
What do these symbols 
mean? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Creation story 
 
Concept: God/Creation 
(environmental 
issues/recycling/stewardship)  
 
Key Questions: Does God 
want Christians to look after 
the world? 
 
Who made the world? 
 
How did the universe come 
to be?  
 
What does the bible say 
about how the world was 
made?  
 
Why is the bible so important 
for Christians? 
 
How do Christians describe 
God?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: 
Christmas/Giving 
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Questions: What 
gifts might Christians 
in my town have been 
given Jesus if he had 
been born here rather 
than in Bethlehem? 
 
Why is Christmas an 
important time for 
Christians? 
 
How do we behave at 
Christmas?  
 
Does it show what we 
believe?  
 
Is it different to what 
Christians do/believe? 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Jesus as a 
friend (Zacchaeus- 
Jesus stills the storm. 
Lazarus- friendship) 
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Questions: Was it 
always easy for Jesus 
to show friendship? 
 
Christians believe 
Jesus is a friend. 
What does this mean 
to them?  
 
What do my senses 
tell me about the 
world of religion and 
belief? 
 
Is it easy for us to 
show friendship to 
others? 
 
What questions do 
religious stories make 
us ask? Can we find 
any answers?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Easter- Palm 
Sunday (Preparing for 
a special person. The 
Messiah) .  
 
Concept: Salvation 
 
Key Questions: Why 
was Jesus welcomed 
like a king or celebrity 
by the crowds on 
Palm Sunday? 
 
What do Christians 
believe that 
God/Jesus is like?  
 
How do celebrations 
bring people 
together?  
 
Why does Easter 
matter to Christians? 

Religion: Judaism 
 
Theme: Shabbat  
 
Key Question: Is 
Shabbat important to 
Jewish children? 
 
How is family life 
important to a Jewish 
family? 
 
What does Shabbat 
mean to Jewish 
people? 
 
What do they 
remember at 
Shabbat? 

Religion: Judaism 
 
Theme: Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur 
 
Key Questions: Are 
Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur 
important to Jewish 
children? 
 
Are symbols better 
than words at 
expressing religious 
beliefs? 
 
IF NEEDED AS EXTRA:  
Chanukah: Does 
celebrating Chanukah 
make Jewish children 
feel closer to God?  
 
Which Chanukah 
activities would help 
a Jewish child feel 
closer to God than 
other activities? 
 



 

Year 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: What did Jesus 
teach? (Good 
Samaritan, Love your 
neighbour, Healing the 
paralysed man)  
 
Concept: Gospel 
 
Key Questions: Is it 
possible to be kind to 
everyone all of the 
time? 
 
How do the stories of 
Jesus help Christians? 
 
What questions do 
religious stories make 
us ask? Can we find 
any answers? 
 
Why is light an 
important concept 
within Jesus’ stories? 
 
How would Jesus want 
a Christian to act in 
certain situations? 
 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas- 
Jesus as a gift from 
God (Saviour, Advent, 
Jesus’ teachings)  
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Questions: Why do 
Christians believe God 
gave Jesus to the 
world?  
Why does Christmas 
matter to Christians? 
 
How does the nativity 
story teach Christians 
about Jesus?  
 
Does the world need 
saving? 
Do people need to be 
rescued? 
 
How can showing love 
to people save them? 

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Prayer at 
home 
 
Key Questions: Does 
praying at regular 
intervals help a Muslim 
in his/her everyday 
life? 
 
Who do I believe I am? 
Does it feel special to 
belong?  
 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Easter- 
Resurrection (Easter 
resurrection- new life-
egg. Beginnings and 
Endings) 
 
Concept: Salvation 
 
Key Question: How 
important is it to 
Christians that Jesus 
came back to life after 
His crucifixion? 
 
Why does Easter 
matter to Christians? 
 
Is God important to 
everyone?  
 
Are symbols better 
that words at 
expressing religious 
beliefs?  

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Community 
and belonging  
 
Key Question: Does 
going to a mosque give 
Muslims a sense of 
belonging?  
 
Does it feel special to 
belong?  
 
Who do I believe I am?  
 

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Hajj 
 
Key Question: Does 
completing Hajj make a 
person a better 
Muslim?  
 
Does it feel special to 
belong?  
 
Is God important to 
everyone?  
 
HUMANIST LINK: How 
do Humanists mark 
milestones in life?  



 

Year 3 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: Sikhism 
 
Theme: The Armit 
Ceremony and the 
Khalsa. (5Ks) 
 
Key Question: Does 
joining the Khalsa 
make a person a 
better Sikh?  
 
How have events in 
history shaped 
beliefs?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas 
(symbols, key 
message to 
Christians.  
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Question: Has 
Christmas lost its 
true meaning? (Link 
to Humanism and 
their beliefs. What 
does Christmas 
mean to people who 
do not believe in 
God?) 
 
What can we learn 
from different 
expressions of the 
Christian tradition?  
 
 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Jesus’ miracles (Jesus and the Blind 
Man, The Paralysed Man, Miracles) 
 
Concept: Incarnation  
 
Key Question: Could Jesus heal people? 
 
 Were these miracles or is there some other 
explanation? (Link to Humanism)  
 
http://understandinghumanism.org.uk/themes/ 
 
What do Christians believe about God? 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Easter- 
Forgiveness (The 
Last Supper, 
Crucifixion, 
forgiveness)  
 
Concept: Salvation 
 
Key Question: What 
is ‘good’ about Good 
Friday?  
 
Why do Christians 
call the day Jesus 
died ‘Good Friday’? 

Religion: Sikhism 
 
Theme: Sharing and 
Community 
(Vaisakhi, Divali, 
Guru Hargobind, 
Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib, 
Langar) 
 
Key Question: Do 
Sikhs think it is 
important to share?  
 
How do people 
respond to issues of 
poverty and justice?  

Religion: Sikhism 
 
Theme: Prayer and 
Worship. (5 KS, 
Amrit, Khalsa recap, 
worship, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Mool 
Mantar, 3 Golden 
rules, Gurdwara) 
 
Key Question: What 
is the best way for a 
Sikh to show 
commitment to 
God?  
 
What do Sikhs 
believe about God?  

 

 

 

 

 

http://understandinghumanism.org.uk/themes/


 

Year 4 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: Buddhism 
 
Theme: Buddha’s teachings 
(Life of the Buddha, the 
search for enlightenment) 
 
Key Question: Is it possible 
for everyone to be happy?   
 
How have events in history 
shaped beliefs? 
 
What can we learn about 
the 
world/knowledge/meaning 
of life from the great 
philosophers? 
 
Is being happy the greatest 
purpose in life?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas 
(Christmas symbols, 
angel, star, gifts, 
incarnation, 
Christingle) 
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Question: What is 
the most significant 
part of the nativity 
story for Christians 
today?  
 
How have events in 
history shaped 
beliefs?  
 
What can you learn 
from a symbol?  

Religion: Buddhism 
 
Theme: The 8-fold 
path (The 8-fold path, 
3 universal truths, 
suffering, Buddha’s 
teachings, Right 
Speech)  
 
Key Question: Can the 
Buddha’s teachings 
make the world a 
better place?   
 
How do Buddhists 
explain the suffering 
in the world?  
 
Can kindness/love 
change the world?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Easter (The 
Last Supper, 
Forgiveness, Jesus’ 
Teachings on enemies, 
anger, revenge) 
 
Concept: Salvation 
 
Key Question: Is 
forgiveness always 
possible for 
Christians? 
 
How do people make 
moral decisions? 
 
 

Religion: Buddhism 
 
Theme: The 8-fold 
path 
 
Key Question: What is 
the best way for a 
Buddhist to lead a 
good life?  
 
How do Buddhists 
make sense of the 
world? 
 
What kind of world 
should we live in? 
 
What difference does 
being a Buddhist 
make to daily life?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Prayer and 
worship (Church, 
baptism, Eucharist, 
worship, daily life, 
prayer) 
 
Key Question: Do 
people need to go to 
church to show they 
are Christians? 
 
How do people 
express commitment 
to a religion or 
worldview in different 
ways? 
 
(Link to Humanism- 
they believe that how 
someone lives their 
life is more important 
than particular 
buildings. Discuss)  

 

 

 



 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Religion: Hinduism 
 
Theme: Prayer and 
Worship 
 
Key Question: What is 
the best way for a 
Hindu to show 
commitment to God?  
 
Do religious people 
lead better lives? 
 
Do all religious beliefs 
influence people to 
behave well towards 
others?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas 
 
Key Question: Is the 
Christmas story true? 
 
Do sacred texts have to 
be true to help people 
understand their 
religion?  
 
Why do people believe 
in God or not?  
 
Is believing in God 
reasonable?  
 
How have expressions 
of Christmas changed 
over the years?  

Religion: Hinduism 
 
Theme: Hindu beliefs  
 
Key Question: How can 
Brahman be 
everywhere and in 
everything? 
 
Do sacred texts have to 
be ‘true’ to help people 
understand their 
religion?  
 
Can the arts help 
communicate religious 
beliefs?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Concept: Salvation (last 
supper, holy week, 
crucifixion) 
 
Key Question: How 
significant is it for 
Christians to believe 
God intended Jesus to 
die? 
 
What differences does 
the resurrection make 
for Christians?   

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Impact of 
beliefs on art through 
history.  
 
Key Question: What is 
the best way for a 
Islamic child to show 
commitment to God? 
 
What is the importance 
of the mosque? 
 
What is the impact of 
the geometric designs?  
How do Christians use 
art in worship?  
 
What does it mean to 
make a building for the 
glory of God?  
 
What is the importance 
of cathedrals to a 
Christian?  

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Beliefs and 
practices (love your 
neighbour, Faith in 
action, Christian 
charities, Mother 
Teresa, Martin Luther 
King, prayer, 
communion, church) 
 
Key Question: What is 
the best way for a 
Christian to show 
commitment to God? 
 
How do people 
respond to issues of 
poverty and justice?  

 

 

 



 

Year 6 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 and Summer 2 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: 
Easter/Salvation 
(Jesus teachings and 
parables, Lost Son, 10 
lepers, 2 Great 
commandments, 
agape, heaven, love) 
 
Concept: Beliefs and 
meaning 
 
Key Question: Is 
anything ever 
eternal?  
Can kindness/love 
change the world?  
 
LINK TO HUMANISM: 
Humanists have 
special ways to mark 
milestone moments 
in life. (Discuss 
personal ways to 
come to terms with 
death). 
 
 
 
 

Religion: Christianity 
 
Theme: Christmas 
(celebrations, 
traditions, symbols)  
 
Concept: Incarnation 
 
Key Question: Do 
Christmas 
celebrations and 
traditions help 
Christians understand 
who Jesus was and 
why he was born?   
 
Was Jesus the 
Messiah?  
 
What did Jesus do to 
save human beings?  
 
Do sacred texts have 
to be true to help 
people understand 
their religion?  
 

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Beliefs and 
Practices (5 pillars, 
prayer, charity, 
fasting, Hajj 
pilgrimage 
 
Key Question: What 
is the best way for a 
Muslim to show 
commitment to God? 
 
How do Muslims 
make sense of the 
world? 

Religion: 
Christianity/Judaism/Hinduism/ 
Sikhism 
 
Theme: Creation 
stories/debate (LINK TO 
DARWIN TOPIC- BELIEFS ON 
HOW THE WORLD BEGAN AND 
LIFE EVOLVED) 
 
Key Question: Is Christianity 
still a strong religion 2000 years 
after Jesus was on Earth?  
 
What do Christians/Buddhists, 
Muslims, Jewish people believe 
about how the earth began?  
 
What do you think began at the 
beginning of time? 

Religion: Islam 
 
Theme: Beliefs and moral values (Actions/ 
consequences, Greater Jihad, Military Jihad, 
Qur’an, Lesser Jihad/ Holy War. 
 
Key Question: Does belief in Akhirah (life 
after death) help Muslims lead good lives?  
 
Is it possible for something to always be 
right (or wrong)? 
 
What does it mean to be ‘human’? 
 
One narrative, many beliefs: Why do people 
interpret things differently?  



 

 


